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Abstract
The aim of this study is to (a) compare and contrast a number of theoretical approaches to the study of
terrorism in order to clearly define what constitutes a terrorist act, (b) analyze various arguments for the moral
justification of terrorism, and (c) provide a detailed historical analysis of the actions of the Weather
Underground Organization (WUO) to determine whether or not the group’s actions should be considered
terrorism. In so doing, this study demonstrates that the actions of the WUO throughout the late 1960s do not
constitute terrorism; however, if they do, they could be considered morally just. This case study sheds light on
the sociopolitical dynamics that have historically motivated groups to take up armed struggle against their
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Another	requirement	for	an	act	to	be	categorized	as	terrorism	is	the	idea	that	it	is	the	use	of	or	threat	of	violence	on	non-combatant	citizens	to	accomplish	some	goal.	Along	with	deeming	terrorism	a	tactic,	Coady	(as	well	as	many	other	theorists)	argue	that	terrorists	are	defined	by	their	decision	to	“choose	to	attack	non-combatants.”8	This	is	a	part	of	the	criteria	of	terrorism	that	appears	in	most	scholarly	research.	The	use	of	violence	or	threat	of	violence	on	non-combatant	citizens	is	the	“crucial	definitional	feature”	of	conceptualizing	terrorism.9	Theorist	J.	Angelo	Corlett’s	definition	of	terrorism	is	similar,	stating	that	it	must	be	connected	to	threatening	or	using	violence	against	citizens.	He	explains	that	one	of	terrorism’s	“primary	intentions	[is]	to	harm	noncombatants”	to	serve	a	political	purpose.	10	By	making	the	target	innocent	civilians,	terrorism	becomes	a	tactic	that	can	be	stigmatized	and	demonized.	Those	who	witness	terrorist	actions	can	then	resort	to	calling	those	who	commit	the	violent	actions	“monsters”	or	“devils,”	because	who	else	would	act	in	such	a	way	towards	those	who	do	not	deserve	deliberate	and	intentional	pain	and	suffering?	Corlett	insinuates	that	it	is	much	more	difficult	to	define	an	action	as	terroristic	in	nature	if	the	violence	or	threat	of	violence	is	only	directed	towards	“those	guilty	of	injustice.”11	Austin	T.	Turk,	a	sociologist,	would	agree	with	Corlett’s	definition	of	terrorism	in	that	it	is	essential	to	include	the	idea	that	terrorism	targets	noncombatants.	He	argues	that	“terrorism	differs	from	ordinary	crime	in	that	it	targets	a	population,	applying	the	standard	of	collective	
                                               8	Coady,	“Morality	of	Terrorism,”	53.	9	Coady,	“Morality	of	Terrorism,”	54.	10	Angelo	J.	Corlett.	“Can	Terrorism	Be	Morally	Justified?”	Public	Affairs	Quarterly	10,	no.	3	(1996),	165.	11	Corlett,	“Can	Terrorism	Be	Morally	Justified?,”	170.	
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liability	for	perceived	violations	of	normative	expectations.”12	This	means	that	those	who	commit	terrorist	actions	find	innocent	noncombatants	to	be	in	fact	guilty,	using	the	simple	reasoning	that	they	are	not	fighting	the	system	they	are	a	part	of,	and	therefore,	silently	condoning	it.	Despite	this	belief	on	the	part	of	terrorist	actors,	innocent	civilians	are	just	that,	innocent.	They	do	not	warrant	any	violence	or	threat	of	violence	that	is	thrust	upon	them	by	terrorists	seeking	out	a	specific	goal.	Turk	also	makes	note	of	another	requirement	for	the	conceptualization	of	terrorism:	its	goal	or	purpose.	He	finds	that	“waves	of	terrorist	activity	are	associated	with	cycles	of	political	economic	deterioration	and	replacement	by	new	forms	of	political	order.”13	What	makes	violent	actors	terrorists	is	that	they	have	a	political	motivation	of	some	kind.	Terrorism	and	political	goals	go	hand-in-hand.	Those	who	commit	acts	of	terror	or	threaten	to	use	acts	of	terror	on	civilians	do	so	to	advance	a	political	goal.	Along	with	this	political	aspect,	is	how	terrorist	organizations	are	created.	Sociological	theorists	on	terror	Colin	J.	Beck	and	Emily	Miner	explain	that	terrorism	is	socially	constructed	with	a	political	motive.	They	state	that	terrorism	is	something	that	is	“socially	constructed…	based	off	of	more	than	just	assessments	of	actual	risk.”14	They	are	human	beings	with	a	background	and	reasons	why	they	decide	to	participate	in	actions	of	violence	or	threaten	actions	of	violence	on	civilians.	However,	the	terrorist	is	socially	created	through	their	own	personal	socialization	into	a	culture	in	which	they	live,	and	this	then	makes	them	radicalized	and	willing	to	




                                               15	Beck	&	Miner,	“Who	Gets	Designated	a	Terrorist	and	Why?,”	838.	16	Gibbs,	“Conceptualization	of	Terrorism,”	330.	17	Gibbs,	“Conceptualization	of	Terrorism,”	330.	
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that	it	can	be	morally	justified?	Corlett	argues	that	in	certain	situations,	under	certain	circumstances,	activities	that	are	defined	as	terroristic	in	nature	may	be	morally	justified.	He	explains	that	“one	is	morally	justified…	[when]	engaging	in	terrorist	activity	when:	(1)	one	is	defending	oneself;	(2)	one	is	selective	whenever	possible;	and	(3)	one	directs	terrorist	activity	only	against	those	guilty	of	injustice.”18		Another	basis	for	arguing	that	terrorism	has	moral	justification	is	the	“beauty	is	in	the	eye	of	the	beholder”	idea.	Those	who	want	to	see	a	terrorist	group	succeed,	or	may	even	be	backing	it	in	some	way,	find	ways	to	morally	justify	the	actions	of	those	terrorists,	often	referring	to	them	as	“freedom	fighters.”	On	the	other	hand,	those	who	oppose	the	actions	of	the	terrorist	group	in	question	would	call	them	just	that,	terrorists,	because	of	the	negative	connotations	that	the	term	implies.	Beck	and	Miner	mention	this	method	of	labeling	“terrorists”	and	“freedom	fighters”	by	explaining	that	“a	government’s	relations	with	a	militant	organization’s	home	country	could	thus	influence	designation”	of	what	they	consider	terrorist	or	non-terrorist	action.19	They	go	on	to	give	the	example	of	“the	American	War	on	Terror,”	arguing	that	it	has	been	“a	cover	for	naked	global	strategic	interests,	such	as	an	attempt	to	preserve	and	extend	US	hegemony,	serve	capitalist	economic	interests	and	maintain	control	of	crucial	resources.”20	This	is	why	there	is	still	a	debate	on	a	clear	definition	of	terrorism	today,	because	of	countries’	inability	to	separate	their	own	state	interests	from	legitimate	labeling.	However,	this	method	of	labeling	is	










                                               23	[“Original	Draft,	1962	Port	Huron	Statement”],	Links	to	Resources	from	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	(SDS)	and	Related	Groups	and	Activities,	accessed	December	22,	2017,	http://www.sds-1960s.org/PortHuronStatement-draft.htm.	
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leaders	of	SDS	emphasized	the	group’s	aspiration	to	awaken	college	students	to	the	power	that	they	could	bring	when	acting	in	great	numbers.		From	the	years	1962-1965,	SDS	grew	almost	synchronously	with	America’s	involvement	in	the	Vietnam	Conflict.	Membership	rose	rapidly,	from	only	nine	on-campus	chapters	(less	than	1000	members)	at	the	beginning	of	1962,	to	fifty-two	on-campus	chapters	in	1965,	with	membership	in	the	mid-thousands.	Students	at	colleges	across	the	country	began	to	form	chapters,	holding	meetings	where	students	could	discuss	politics	with	their	peers	outside	of	the	classroom.	The	drastic	increase	in	membership	during	the	period	of	1962-1965	can	be	largely	attributed	to	the	fact	that	college	students	were	drawn	to	the	Port	Huron	Statement,	agreeing	that	because	America	seemed	to	be	in	a	national	stalemate,	it	desperately	needed	leadership,	and	that	the	nation’s	“goals	were	‘ambiguous	and	tradition-bound	instead	of	informed	and	clear,	its	democratic	system	apathetic	and	manipulated	rather	than	‘of,	by,	and	for	the	people.’”24	After	all,	it	was	overwhelmingly	college	students	and	youth	from	as	young	as	sixteen	years	old,	to	anywhere	between	twenty-five	and	thirty,	who	were	being	sent	off	to	fight	a	conflict	in	Vietnam	that	they	did	not	understand,	let	alone	have	any	say	in.	SDS	offices	across	the	country	soon	became	loud	and	busy	places,	bustling	with	energy	and	constantly	organizing	events	for	this	and	that	and	peaceful	discussions	on	hot-button	political	topics	like	civil	rights	and	the	conflict	in	Vietnam.		By	1965,	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	was	fully	developed.	Springing	up	on	most	of	the	liberal-leaning	campuses	in	





                                               25	Sale,	SDS,	441.	
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Americans	across	the	country	by	the	television	crews	and	reporters	that	were	sent	to	cover	the	convention.	The	entire	country	watched	as	members	of	the	Chicago	PD	viciously	attacked	protesters	in	the	streets,	generating	chaos	among	anti-war	and	pro-war	organizers	alike.	The	leaders	of	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	could	not	have	hoped	for	a	more	emotionally	moving	display.	The	events	of	the	1968	Democratic	National	Convention	showcased	more	than	ever	the	power	and	national	recognition	that	SDS	had	achieved	since	its	humble	beginnings	in	1962.	Even	though	the	Chicago	riot	may	not	have	been	an	officially	sanctioned	SDS	event	in	the	way	that	the	Columbia	riots	were,	it	solidified	the	student	group’s	position	and	stature	in	the	eyes	of	the	general	public.	Membership	continued	to	grow	throughout	1969,	outgrowing	college	classrooms	and	auditoriums	and	moving	their	national	meetings	to	convention	centers.		As	SDS	began	to	grow,	so	too	did	the	internal	disputes	that	would	give	rise	to	factionalism	within	its	ranks.	Unlike	the	smaller	splinter	groups	like	the	Yippies	and	MOBE	that	existed	at	the	1968	Democratic	National	Convention,	these	new,	more	opinionated	factions	did	not	cooperate	well	with	each	other.	The	largest	factions	disagreed	over	the	future	of	SDS.	Some,	like	the	Youth	Revolutionary	Movement	or	RYM,	argued	for	a	stronger	organization,	one	with	a	more	revolutionary	anti-imperialist	vision.	Others,	like	the	Worker	Student	Alliance	or	WSA,	more	commonly	known	as	the	Progressive	Labor	Party	or	PL,	would	support	a	relatively	conservative,	old-left	communist	viewpoint.26	

































                                               28	Although	written	in	May,	the	Manifesto	was	not	published	until	June,	when	it	appeared	in	a	special	edition	of	the	New	Left	Notes	for	the	SDS	National	Convention	(18	June	1969).	
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became	the	founding	document	for	a	new	organization:	the	Weathermen.	On	the	pages	of	the	first	printing	of	the	document,	one	could	see	illustrations	of	silhouetted	soldiers	that	grew	bigger	with	each	page.	The	Weatherman	were	the	embodiment	of	the	new	revolutionary	radicalism	of	the	New	Left	in	1960s	America.	The	document	stated	the	dedicated	intent	of	eleven	individuals	to	challenge	the	US	Government	and	bring	about	its	demise.	The	writers’	ultimate	goal	was,	the	“destruction	of	US	imperialism	and	the	achievement	of	a	classless	world,”	that	is	“world	communism,”	made	official.29	Although	many	of	its	authors	led	the	RYM	and	believed	strongly	that	a	complete	split	from	SDS	was	not	absolutely	required,	it	became	evident	after	the	Weatherman	manifesto	that	the	group	had	gone	beyond	the	aspirations	and	the	methods	of	the	mother	organization,	methods	that	involved	violence.	It	was	in	effect	a	declaration	of	the	establishment	of	a	new	group.	The	statement	instantly	shocked	most	of	the	members	of	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	and	even	many	in	the	Revolutionary	Youth	Movement.	A	fair	number	of	members	of	the	RYM	faction	eventually	came	to	the	conclusion	during	the	final	days	of	the	June	National	Convention	that	the	manifesto’s	message	was	so	out	of	line	with	their	views	that	they	decided	to	cut	their	connections	to	the	old	RYM	group.	They	created	yet	another	splinter	group	within	SDS,	this	one	called	the	Revolutionary	Youth	Movement	II	(RYM	II),	to	differentiate	themselves	from	the	former	group.	The	splitting	of	the	RYM	only	further	demonstrates	the	extent	to	which	fractionalization	disrupted	the	development	of	SDS.		
                                               29	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization	(submitted	by	Karin	Ashley	et	al.,	“You	Don’t	Need	a	Weatherman	to	Know	Which	Way	the	Wind	Blows,”	first	published	in	New	Left	Notes,	June	18,	1969,	Links	to	Resources	from	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	(SDS)	and	Related	Groups	and	Activities,	accessed	May,	2017,	http://www.sds-1960s.org/sds_wuo/weather/weatherman_document.txt.	
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From	the	first	appearance	of	the	Manifesto,	it	was	assumed	by	many	that	Bernardine	Dohrn	was	likely	the	main	contributor.	The	patchwork	of	Karl	Marx,	Vladimir	Lenin,	Mao	Zedong,	and	a	heavy	dose	of	Che	Guevara	flowed	from	a	melting	pot	of	radical	thought	in	a	style	reminiscent	of	Dohrn.	Mark	Rudd	and	John	Jacobs	(J.J.)	also	significantly	influenced	the	piece,	although	it	is	not	proven	that	they	specifically	wrote	any	of	it.	This	is	not	surprising	considering	their	position	and	importance	within	both	SDS	and	the	RYM	faction.	The	only	member	of	the	Weathermen	who	has	officially	spoken	out	about	who	wrote	the	piece	is	Bill	Ayers.	In	an	interview,	Ayers	explained	that	he	remembers	J.J.	being	responsible	for	writing	most	of	the	piece.30	Ultimately,	however,	the	manifesto	was	the	work	of	eleven	creative	revolutionaries	that	believed	that	they	could	advance	change	by	any	means	necessary,	all	of	them	contributing	their	own	ideas,	no	matter	whether	those	ideas	made	it	into	the	writing	of	the	document	or	not.		More	specifically,	the	manifesto’s	revolutionary	language	was	borrowed	from	the	works	of	Karl	Marx,	Vladimir	Lenin,	Mao	Zedong,	and	Che	Guevara.	Although	the	Weathermen	adopted	the	language	of	revolution,	their	goals	were	not	exactly	aligned	with	those	of	The	Communist	Manifesto.	In	The	Communist	Manifesto,	by	Karl	Marx	and	Friedrich	Engels,	a	proletarian	revolution	is	only	possible	through	the	growth	of	political	consciousness	in	the	working-class,	and	in	order	for	this	to	happen,	capitalism	must	run	its	course	first.	Not	only	do	the	young	radicals	make	note	of	the	need	to	forsake	bourgeois	ways	of	living,	the	Weathermen	push	for	revolution	immediately,	rather	than	letting	it	happen	naturally	on	its	own.	The	piece	




                                               31	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“You	Don’t	Need	a	Weatherman.”	
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Weathermen	believed	that	they	could	draw	in	working-class	Americans	through	rallies	and	demonstrations,	events	that	were	to	be	more	provocative	and	violent	than	earlier	SDS	activities	in	order	to	awaken	workers	to	the	possibility	of	revolution.	Bill	Ayers	explains,	“our	logic	went	something	like	this:	working-class	youth	can	never	be	won	to	a	movement	that	is	soft	and	overly	cerebral;	even	though	we	are	soft	and	cerebral,	we’re	working	on	it	and	trying	to	prove	our	courage	and	seriousness;	when	they	see	us	raising	the	question	of	power	and	contending	for	control,	they	will	join	us	in	droves.”32	The	Weathermen	believed	that	their	main	goal	of	destroying	US	imperialism	and	replacing	it	with	communism	could	be	achieved	only	through	the	successful	gathering	of	the	working-class.	However,	yet	again	they	did	not	explain	a	specific	plan	on	how	to	convince	the	peoples	of	the	working-class	to	join	them.	The	Weathermen	simply	believed	that	when	working-class	Americans	saw	that	they	were	serious	about	revolution,	they	would	side	with	them.	But	there	was	a	naïve	disconnect	between	the	Weathermen,	who	were	made	up	of	educated	middle-class	Americans	and	the	working-class.	Thus,	without	getting	the	working-class	and	other	social	groups	to	join,	the	revolution	could	never	be	carried	out.	The	Weathermen	continued	to	ask	for	this	backing	many	times	over	the	course	of	the	next	decade,	but	with	no	response.	One	of	the	principal	targets	of	the	Weathermen	was	the	police.	According	to	the	document,	the	“pigs”	embodied	the	“capitalist	state.”33	Without	the	police,	there	would	be	no	group	to	enforce	a	conservative,	capitalist	agenda.	They	were	the	
                                               32	Ayers,	Fugitive	Days,	159.	33	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“You	Don’t	Need	a	Weatherman.”	
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facilitators	of	institutionalized	racism	and	systemic	oppression.	The	Manifesto	said	that	the	first	step	to	combating	capitalism	began	at	the	local	level	by	raising	“anti-pig	consciousness”	as	well	as	a	clear	“understanding	of	imperialism,	class	struggle	and	the	State.”34	Taking	a	lesson	from	history,	the	Manifesto	spoke	of	the	necessity	of	instilling	a	revolutionary	consciousness	within	the	proletariat	and	argued	that	education	would	be	the	most	powerful	tool	in	the	revolution.	Without	it,	violence	would	be	pointless.	The	Manifesto’s	expression	of	strong	support	for	the	Black	Liberation	Movement	would	make	one	think	that	the	Weathermen	saw	them	as	brothers	in	arms.	However,	this	was	not	the	case.	The	manifesto	discussed	the	need	for	African-American	rights	and	a	strong	liberation	movement	for	roughly	five	pages,	arguing	that	African-Americans	are	like	a	third-world	group	in	America,	constantly	oppressed	by	the	white	population.	The	manifesto	claimed	to	stand	with	the	Black	Liberation	Movement	and	support	it	in	every	way,	shape	and	form,	though	it	also	explained	why	the	all-white	group	behind	the	Manifesto	planned	to	fight	separately,	but	alongside,	the	Black	Liberation	Movement	to	overthrow	imperialism	and	racism	in	America.	They	argued	that	“because	all	blacks	experience	oppression	in	a	form	that	no	whites	do,	no	whites	are	in	the	position	to	fully	understand	and	test	from	their	own	practice	the	real	situation	black	people	face	and	the	necessary	response	to	it.”35	The	Weathermen,	recognizing	their	own	white,	middle-	to	upper-class	privilege,	believed	that	they	could	never	be	able	to	truly	put	themselves	in	the	shoes	of	African	Americans.	The	Black	Panthers	and	the	Black	Liberation	Movement	as	a	
                                               34	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“You	Don’t	Need	a	Weatherman.”	35	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“You	Don’t	Need	a	Weatherman.”	
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whole	later	refused	any	help	from	the	Weathermen,	claiming	that	they	were	too	naive	to	understand	African-American	struggles.	Although	the	Weathermen	were	being	led	by	Bernardine	Dohrn,	one	of	the	most	recognizable	women	in	the	left-wing	student	movement,	the	group	was	not	a	part	of	the	Women’s	Liberation	Movement.	Similar	to	their	affiliation	with	the	African-American	equality	groups,	the	Weathermen	fully	supported	the	cause	of	the	Women’s	Liberation	Movement	but	believed	in	a	long-time	Marxist	notion	that	before	equality	of	any	kind	could	be	achieved,	whether	it	was	racial	or	gender,	an	anti-imperialist,	communist	revolution	would	first	have	to	take	place.	Without	the	defeat	of	capitalism,	America	could	never	ensure	full	equality	to	its	citizens.	The	Weathermen	also	believed	that	“to	become	relevant	to	the	growing	women’s	movement,	SDS	women	should	begin	to	see	as	a	primary	responsibility	the	self-conscious	organization	of	women.”36	By	wanting	to	stir	political	consciousness	within	the	working-class	peoples	of	America	to	make	them	rise	up	and	overthrow	the	government,	the	Weathermen,	at	this	point	in	their	existence,	could	be	argued	as	terrorist	in	nature.	Their	target	was	innocent	civilians	(police,	the	upper-class);	their	goal	was	political.	However,	their	objective	was	not	to	induce	fear.	The	Weathermen	used	(a)	tactics	that	were	(b)	constructed	through	their	own	radical	socialization.	They	also	planned	to	use	(c)	violence	or	the	threat	of	violence	on	(e)	non-combatant	citizens,	in	order	to	(f)	advance	the	political	views.	However,	this	conceptualization	is	missing	one	of	the	requirements	for	terrorism	previously	outlined:	(d)	the	goal	to	induce	fear.	Even	
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Student	Alliance	(WSA)/Progressive	Labor	Party	(PL)	and	Revolutionary	Youth	Movement	II,	opposed	the	actions	and	goals	the	Weathermen	put	forward.	As	a	result,	the	leaders	of	the	Weathermen	sought	to	remove	those	belonging	to	the	WSA/PL	while	simultaneously	reabsorbing	RYM	II.	The	Worker	Student	Alliance	(WSA)	faction,	also	known	on	a	global	level	as	being	a	part	of	the	Progressive	Labor	Party	(PL),	was	a	clear	contrast	to	RYM	(or	the	newly-named	Weathermen).	The	Maoist-leaning	WSA	focused	on	class	conflict	above	all	other	issues,	aligning	themselves	with	the	working-class	and	proletarian	groups	of	the	United	States.	Essentially,	WSA	wanted	to	create	a	popular	revolution,	led	by	the	party,	as	Lenin	had	done	in	Russia	in	1917.	They	believed	in	class	struggle	and	class	struggle	only,	claiming	this,	rather	than	racism,	was	the	problem	in	America.	The	WSA	was	a	group	that	wanted	to	remain	far	away	from	the	counterculture	of	the	1960s	in	order	to	appeal	to	its	constituents.	Paradoxically,	the	WSA	had	grown	inside	the	big	umbrella	of	SDS,	an	organization	made	specifically	for	the	counterculture.	The	WSA	leaders	approached	the	notion	of	class	struggle	under	the	assumption	that	there	was	“no	such	thing	as	black	culture	and	white	culture	[but]	only	working-class	culture	and	bourgeois	culture.”40	Rudd	later	described	the	WSA	from	the	point	of	view	of	a	Weatherman,	saying,	“PLers	didn’t	smoke	dope	or	wear	their	hair	long.	That	would	turn	off	the	workers,	who	according	to	the	PL	line,	were	serious	proletarians	and	wanted	nothing	to	do	with	the	counterculture.”41	RYM	rejected	these	views	and	would	no	longer	tolerate	their	membership	in	SDS.	Because	by	1969	most	of	the	SDS	secretaries,	office	holders,	and	leaders	were	a	part	
                                               40	Varon,	Bringing	the	War	Home,	46.	41	Rudd,	Underground,	142.	
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of	the	RYM	faction	that	later	became	the	Weathermen,	it	was	not	difficult	to	push	the	PLers	out	of	SDS.	RYM	II	was	created	at	the	June	SDS	National	Convention	by	dissident	members	of	RYM	who	did	not	agree	with	the	increasingly	militant	leaders	of	RYM.	The	group	emerged	from	the	convention	as	an	effect	of	the	conflict	between	members	of	SDS.	Led	by	previous	RYM	member	Mike	Klonsky,	the	members	of	RYM	II	sat	in	the	middle-ground	between	the	Worker	Student	Alliance	and	the	increasingly	leftward	movement	of	RYM.	Those	who	stayed	with	RYM	and	did	not	join	the	Weathermen	“felt	that	the	politics	presented	in	the	‘Weathermen’	statement	neglected	to	account	for	class,	especially	the	revolutionary	potential	of	white	workers.”42	Even	though	their	views	appeared	to	be	much	like	that	of	the	WSA,	with	traditional	Marxist	ideology.	Much	like	PL,	they	held	old-leftist	values,	and	“sought	to	capture	white	allegiance	by	appealing	to	white	‘material	interest’	-	wages,	or	hours,	or	benefits.”43	RYM	II	did	not	go	as	far	as	to	make	the	argument	that	there	was	no	such	thing	as	racial	struggle.	They	agreed	with	RYM	that	the	struggle	included	imperialism,	but	they	also	wanted	to	follow	the	traditional	Marxist	values	that	WSA	spoke	for,	but	not	as	conservatively.	Specifically,	they	thought	the	WSA	was	blindly	excluding	the	idea	of	racial	struggle.	Where	PL	tended	to	reject	black	nationalism,	RYM	II	took	the	opposite	approach.	They	wanted	to	draw	a	fine	middle	line	between	the	WSA	and	the	RYM.	By	doing	so	at	the	June	1969	Convention,	this	faction	of	RYM	wanted	to	begin	to	move	“much	more	immediately	toward	the	
                                               42	Berger,	Outlaws	of	America,	87.	43	Barber,	A	Hard	Rain	Fell,	175.	
 36	
creation	of	a	Communist	party.”44	This	involved	teaming	up	with	RYM	at	the	Convention	and	helping	them	push	out	PL,	the	move	that	allowed	the	Weathermen	to	be	officially	formed.	On	the	first	day	of	the	Convention,	18	June,	1969,	delegates	from	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	chapters	across	the	country	gathered	at	the	Chicago	Coliseum	to	begin	a	five-day	celebration.	As	the	festivities	began,	it	was	clear	that	both	wings	of	RYM	were	setting	out	to	remove	the	Worker	Student	Alliance	from	SDS.	Opening	remarks	led	to	sparring	between	WSA	and	RYM,	and	a	series	of	arguments,	“clashing	over	seemingly	minor	procedural	issues.”45	One	example	was	a	proposal	by	PL	that	all	“mainstream	media	be	barred	completely	from	the	convention.”46	By	this	time,	the	Weathermen	Manifesto	had	been	circulated	to	the	members	of	SDS	in	the	convention’s	issue	of	the	New	Left	Notes.	Mark	Rudd	later	made	the	argument	that	the	manifesto	was	“the	perfect	sort	of	dig	at	the	super-straight	PLers,”	explaining	further	that	one	did	not	need	“ancient	dogmas	to	understand	the	reality	around”47	them	at	the	time,	a	critique	of	WSA’s	very	hardcore,	traditional	Marxist	line.	David	Gilbert	remembers	that	when	he	went	to	the	convention,	he	never	expected	a	complete	split	of	SDS;	however,	he	did	go	“prepared	for	a	battle.”48	Ultimately,	the	first	day	was	full	of	bickering	and	distrust.	When	RYM	suggested	having	a	participant	of	the	Chinese	Red	Guard	speak	on	his	experiences	in	the	cultural	revolution,	PL	opposed	the	idea	in	mere	hatred	of	RYM.		
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Friday,	the	second	day	of	the	convention,	started	off	with	great	ferocity.	The	leaders	of	both	RYM	factions	(the	now	Weathermen	and	RYM	II)	“engineered	a	show	of	solidarity,”	as	they	had	invited	leaders	of	the	“Young	Lords,	a	Puerto	Rican	nationalist	group,	and	the	Black	Panthers”49	to	address	the	assembly	of	constituents.	This	would	prove	to	be	a	“powerful	blow	to	PL	and	its	‘all	nationalism	is	reactionary	line,’”50	as	both	factions	would	later	criticize	WSA	as	having	racist	and	sexist	tendencies.	First	to	speak	was	Black	Panther	revolutionary	Rufus	“Chaka”	Walls.	Calling	out	PL	as	“armchair	Marxists,”	he	“sneered	at	[their]	claims	of	being	a	vanguard	party	and	declared	that	the	Panthers	were	the	true	vanguard	because	they	had	been	out	shedding	blood	and	the	white	left	hadn’t	even	shot	rubber	bands	yet.”51	In	actuality,	Walls	was	addressing	white	left	radicals	as	a	whole.	He	further	spoke	on	the	role	of	women	within	SDS,	“criticizing	women’s	liberation	as	‘pussy	power.’”52	This	became	an	insult	to	all	factions	present	at	the	convention,	horrifying	RYM	and	causing	PL	to	begin	chanting	“Stop	Male	Chauvinism!”	Although	members	of	the	Progressive	Labor	Party	seemed	to	rally	against	male	chauvinism,	it	was	only	insofar	as	their	support	would	counter	the	Black	Panthers’	insults	and	sneers.	In	reality,	“PL	saw	the	struggle	for	women’s	rights	in	much	the	same	terms	as	it	viewed	the	struggle	for	black	rights…	Women	in	American	society	faced	no	special	oppression,	they	were	simply	‘superexploited’	as	workers.”53	When	the	chanting	would	not	cease,	the	session	concluded	with	a	fist	fight.		
                                               49	Barber,	A	Hard	Rain	Fell,	164.	50	Barber,	A	Hard	Rain	Fell,	164.	51	Sale,	SDS,	566.	52	Berger,	Outlaws	of	America,	84.	53	Barber,	A	Hard	Rain	Fell,	166.	
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Tensions	were	at	an	all-time	high	following	the	scuffle,	and	yet	amidst	the	shouting	and	fighting,	RYM	II	officially	stepped	into	the	conversation	as	a	new,	completely	independent	group,	no	longer	affiliated	with	RYM.	Going	into	the	convention,	those	who	would	create	RYM	II	were	still	considered	a	part	of	RYM	merely	disagreeing	on	certain	issues,	but	still	remaining	inside	the	newly	named	Weathermen	faction.	RYM	preferred	to	push	women’s	liberation	and	the	women’s	movement	in	general	to	the	side;	however,	they	did	“recognize	the	real	reactionary	danger	of	women’s	groups	that	are	not	self-consciously	revolutionary	and	anti-imperialist…	and	while	[they]	did	speak	of	the	[real]	necessity	to	‘smash	male	supremacy,’	[they]	again	offered	no	picture	of	how	male	supremacy	manifested	itself	in	men.”54	RYM	believed	that,	for	now,	the	fight	was	against	the	imperialist	forces	of	America	and	that	only	after	revolution	was	achieved	would	women’s	liberation	be	possible.	The	20th	of	June	began	like	the	first	two	days	did:	riddled	with	tense	conversations	and	bickering	between	factions.	RYM	had	come	to	the	conclusion	that	kicking	out	PL	was	the	most	important	step	in	being	able	to	move	SDS	towards	the	revolutionary	path	RYM	wished.	PL	leader	Jeff	Gordon	spoke	in	front	of	the	assembly	saying	“PL…	will	not…	be	intimidated	out	of	SDS.”55	The	main	leaders	of	RYM	—	Bernardine	Dohrn,	Terry	Robbins,	Mark	Rudd,	and	RYM	II	leader	Mike	Klonsky	—	stood	backstage,	thinking	about	how	to	react	to	Gordon.	They	were	“reluctant	to	split	the	organization,	no	matter	how	much	[they]	despised	PL.”56	
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Focusing	on	anti-imperialism	and	anti-racism,	Bernardine	Dohrn	spoke	for	RYM	and	“led	the	RYM	bloc	in	a	walkout	from	the	plenary	session,	saying	that	the	organization	needed	to	decide	if	it	could	allow	in	its	ranks	those	who	denied	the	right	of	self-determination	for	oppressed	people.”57	The	number	of	walk-out	members	grew	to	around	five	hundred.58	This	was	seen	by	RYM	as	a	victory,	illustrating	how	PL	did	not	have	the	number	of	constituents	that	it	would	take	to	overpower	the	RYM	factions	and	stay	within	SDS,	let	alone	overthrow	the	current	leadership	and	seize	control.		 The	fourth	day	of	the	convention	began	with	the	main	factions	of	SDS	meeting	on	opposite	sides	of	the	convention	hall.	The	discussion	resumed	and	as	it	continued	it	became	evident	that	PL’s	expulsion	was	probable.	Although	PL	had	a	“sure,	tight,	almost	missionary	state	of	mind	that	made	them	certain	they	held	the	‘correct	revolutionary	line,’”59	they	could	not	successfully	achieve	a	hostile	takeover	of	SDS.	They	simply	did	not	have	the	delegates	and	constituent	support.	After	the	opening	talks	had	ceased,	chanting	began,	Bernardine	Dohrn	grabbed	the	microphone	and	gave	a	speech,	hostile	to	WSA	and	calling	for	the	removal	of	it	from	the	SDS	completely.	Mark	Rudd	recalls	that	“for	about	twenty	minutes,	[Dohrn]	recounted	all	of	PL’s	crimes,”	and	accused	PL	of	being	“objectively	racist,	anti-communist,	and	reactionary.”60	Dohrn	claimed	that	SDS	was	“becoming	a	revolutionary	movement;	and	as	such,	it	could	not	allow	a	group	such	as	PL	in	its	ranks.”61	She	called	for	the	complete	expulsion	of	WSA.	After	this	speech,	Dohrn	led	
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RYM	into	the	main	convention	hall	where	WSA	delegates	were	gathered	and	gave	the	faction	the	official	news:	it	was	over.	In	the	eyes	of	the	entire	RYM	faction,	WSA	had	“attacked	every	revolutionary	nationalist	struggle,”62	and	that	could	not	be	forgiven.	The	final	day	of	the	June	Convention	was	concise	and	docile.	The	Weathermen	were	now	in	full	control	of	all	leadership	positions	within	SDS;	WSA	had	been	officially	cast	out,	and	the	dissidents	of	RYM	II	were	not	a	threat.	Aside	from	the	two	remaining	main	factions,	the	Weathermen	and	their	opponents	within	RYM,	now	called	RYM	II,	“other	[smaller]	pre-formed	groups—Yippie	collectives,	the	Panthers,	and	the	Radical	Union,	for	example—stayed	with	the	SDS	regulars.”63	Although	not	formally	part	of	SDS	any	longer,	WSA	continued	to	meet	at	the	Coliseum,	claiming	themselves	the	true	SDS.	It	elected	its	own	national	officers	and	voted	to	set	up	its	own	SDS	National	Office	in	Cambridge,	Massachusetts.	Back	in	the	main	convention	hall,	Dohrn,	Rudd,	Jacobs,	and	other	leaders	of	SDS	began	planning	future	events	in	Chicago,	including	protests	during	the	trial	of	the	“Chicago	Eight.”	The	June	1969	SDS	National	Convention	was	as	much	a	celebration	as	it	was	a	struggle.	The	emergence	of	the	Weathermen	into	a	larger	spotlight	created	a	displacement	of	the	New	Left	from	its	previous	path	and	changed	the	movement’s	course	of	action	forever.	The	Weathermen	took	an	organization	that	was	beginning	to	crack	and	split	it	wide	open,	fracturing	SDS	into	pieces	that	could	not	be	put	together	again.	Rudd	says	that	the	split	“marked	the	beginning	of	the	end	for	SDS.”64	
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Although	RYM	II	disagreed	with	its	mother	faction	RYM,	RYM	II	never	posed	any	threat	to	the	Weathermen	faction,	the	new	leadership	of	SDS.	Shortly	after	the	convention,	RYM	II	began	to	splinter	into	a	host	of	tiny	vanguard	parties.	These	parties	tended	to	focus	on	one	specific	issue,	like	gender	equality	or	Native	American	rights	for	example,	rather	than	a	host	of	many	different	issues	that	a	larger	group	may	not	view	as	highly	important.	The	Weathermen	felt	that	they	need	not	concern	themselves	with	Mike	Klonsky	and	the	quickly	disintegrating	RYM	II	group,	rather	they	looked	forward	to	testing	out	whether	or	not	the	Weathermen	could	successfully	inspire	a	revolution.	Their	assumption	proved	correct,	but	their	own	confidence	over	the	viability	of	the	Weathermen	would	prove	to	play	a	significant	part	in	their	own	demise.		On	the	first	day	of	the	convention,	Abbie	Hoffman	is	reported	to	have	said,	“we	have	come	to	praise	SDS,	not	to	bury	it,”65	but	this	is	not	how	the	national	convention	ended	up	playing	out.	The	June	1969	National	Convention	was	the	last	convention	SDS	had.	The	mass	membership	that	SDS	had	finally	achieved	after	years	of	hard	work	had	become	its	own	downfall.	The	Weathermen	emerged	within	SDS	and	then	became	increasingly	radical.	They	took	over	SDS	in	1969	when	factionalism	had	pushed	the	organization	to	its	end.	The	Weathermen	members	who	were	not	a	part	of	the	Weathermen	faction	soon	splintered	off,	some	joining	other	organizations	that	resembled	SDS.	Some	of	the	smaller	factions	within	SDS	survived	the	split.	The	Yippies	and	RYM	II,	for	example,	remained	as	autonomous	and	identifiable	groups.	The	Yippies	stuck	to	their	own	messages	of	media	blitz	and	
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reality.	The	Weathermen	leadership	did	not	know	that	the	number	of	attendees	would	grow	throughout	the	following	three	days;	however,	the	first	day’s	turnout	was	an	extreme	disappointment	to	them.	It	could	already	be	argued	as	the	first	case	in	which	the	Weathermen	had	to	face	the	realization	that	bringing	about	revolution	was	a	very	difficult	task,	one	that	could	quite	possibly	be	far	beyond	their	reach.	Regardless	of	this	let	down,	the	event	began	anyway	with	a	speech	by	Bernardine	Dohrn	at	9	p.m.	In	her	speech,	she	points	out	that	it	was,	in	fact,	the	second	anniversary	of	the	death	of	Che	Guevara.68	From	the	start,	her	speech	was	designed	to	generate	a	reaction	from	the	youthful	crowd,	one	that	intended	to	incite	outrage	and	a	feeling	of	loss.	Shortly	after	Dohrn,	Tom	Hayden	appeared.	Everyone	knew	his	name,	one	of	the	founders	of	SDS	and	a	part	of	the	“Chicago	Eight”	who	were	on	trial	from	the	1968	Democratic	National	Convention	riots	a	year	before.	Mark	Rudd	remembers	that	it	was	uplifting	that	a	“non-Weatherman	supported	[their]	efforts.”69	There	were	not	many	outside	organizations	that	supported	the	Weathermen.	“Only	one	other	national	group,	Youth	Against	War	and	Fascism	(YAWF),	the	youth	branch	of	the	Workers	World	Party	(WWP),	one	of	the	many	tiny	Communist	parties,	sent	a	contingent”	for	the	Days	of	Rage.70	The	support	was	appreciated,	but	it	did	not	do	much	to	boost	attendance	numbers	on	that	night	in	Lincoln	Park.		The	Weathermen	were	not	even	the	only	group	demonstrating	in	Chicago	during	the	four	days	of	the	Weathermen	event.	A	rival	demonstration,	created	by	
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Mike	Klonsky	and	RYM	II,	and	involving	Fred	Hampton,	a	leader	of	the	Chicago	Black	Panthers,	were	present	in	Chicago	as	well.	On	the	same	night	as	the	Weathermen’s	first	day	of	rage,	Fred	Hampton	was	signed	up	at	the	RYM	II	event	to	make	a	speech.	This	made	it	very	clear	just	how	factionalized	and	broken	SDS	was	by	1969.	Back	in	Lincoln	Park,	around	10:35	p.m.,	Jeff	Jones	took	the	microphone	shouting	“the	code	words,	‘I	am	Marion	Delgado!’—evoking	the	name	of	a	five-year-old	California	boy	who	in	1947	had	placed	a	concrete	block	on	railroad	tracks	to	derail	an	oncoming	locomotive.”71	This	was	the	war-cry	to	begin	the	battle,	the	riot.	Jones’s	words	signified	that	the	Weathermen	were	calling	for	the	derailing	of	the	American	government	and	a	sort	of	“David	and	Goliath”	outlook	on	the	fight.	This	was	what	the	Days	of	Rage	were	all	about:	the	belief	that	although	they	were	but	a	small	group,	they	could	defeat	the	giant	American	imperialist	government.	This	naive	idealism	pervaded	every	action	of	the	group	and	was	a	characteristic	that	would	inevitably	stop	them	from	achieving	their	goals	in	the	end.		The	protesters	ran	down	the	streets	of	Chicago,	toward	the	city’s	affluent	Gold	Coast,	chanting	and	screaming,	trying	to	catch	the	police	off	guard.	Weathermen	smashed	windows	of	businesses	and	shops,	police	cars,	and	homes,	creating	a	theatrical	show	on	purpose.	They	wanted	to	get	the	attention	of	the	upper	classes	and	challenge	any	elitism	in	sight.	They	succeeded	in	this.	Police	barricades	began	to	cut	off	the	protesters	near	the	heart	of	the	city.	Bill	Ayers	recalls	that	“tear	gas	seized	the	air	as	wailing	sirens	crisscrossed	the	city	streets.”72	The	first	day	ended	in	a	riotous	mess,	concluding	around	11:30	p.m.	with	thirty	protesters	beaten	
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to	the	pavement,	six	Weathermen	shot	(though	none	injured	seriously),	and	dozens	of	arrests.73	One	thing	was	for	certain,	“the	macho	mood	was	dissipated,”	concludes	historian	Kirkpatrick	Sale,	“no	one	seemed	to	have	joined	the	Weatherranks	that	night.”74		 Although	most	accounts	say	that	there	were	dozens	of	arrests	on	that	first	night,	Bill	Ayers	places	the	number	near	one	hundred.	Moreover,	he	emphasizes	that	it	was	not	only	the	large	number	that	was	notable.	It	was	important	to	see	that	“each	arrest	was	in	fact	a	collision	of	pain	and	blood	and	ripped	skin	and	chipped	teeth	or	broken	bone:	broken	arms	and	legs,	fractured	skulls	and	jaws,	concussions,	lacerations,	burns,	and	abrasions.”75	However,	this	illustrative	figure	is	contradicted	by	Mark	Rudd	who	offers	a	more	moderate	account,	putting	the	number	of	arrests	at	sixty-eight.76	Kathy	Wilkerson	also	says	that	“sixty-eight	people	had	been	arrested.”77	Number	of	arrests	aside,	the	night	had	ended	in	violence	and	bloodshed.	Ayers	claimed	that	the	police	violence	only	got	worse	for	those	who	were	arrested,	with	“systematic	beatings,	breaking	people’s	glasses	in	their	faces,	mace	at	close	range,	stompings,	and	gauntlets	to	run.”78	This	blatant	disregard	by	police	of	the	legal	process	only	infuriated	the	Weathermen	more.	Seeing	their	comrades	injured	did	nothing	but	fuel	the	fire.	They	remained	intent	on	continuing	their	Days	of	Rage	celebration,	no	matter	the	cost.	After	all,	violence	was	to	be	expected	in	an	overthrow	of	the	government.		
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	 It	took	the	next	two	days,	9	October	and	10	October,	to	bail	leading	members	out	of	jail.	There	was	supposed	to	be	a	women’s	march	on	Thursday,	9	October,	but	it	did	not	happen,	partly	because	of	a	low	turnout	due	to	so	many	Weathermen	still	being	incarcerated.	Weatherman	David	Gilbert	remembers	that	when	“Illinois	called	out	the	National	Guard,	some	of	the	other	actions	[we	had]	planned…	had	to	be	cancelled.”79	Weathermen	members	were	desperate	to	make	sure	the	Days	of	Rage	did	not	go	down	as	a	loss	for	the	cause	of	anti-imperialism.		The	Weathermen	reassembled	on	what	would	be	the	final	Day	of	Rage,	Saturday,	11	October,	1969,	in	the	Chicago	Loop,	“marching	peacefully	through	[the]	downtown	streets,”	past	police	lines.80	Once	again	the	marchers	sought	out	the	Chicago	Police.	Coming	upon	them,	rioting	then	began	when	David	Gilbert	“threw	a	bottle”	at	them,	“which	shattered	at	their	feet”	as	he	dashed	past	them.81	Again,	the	protesters	found	themselves	face-to-face	with	the	less-than-compassionate	Chicago	Police.	The	police	were	ready	this	time	and	according	to	historian	Bryan	Burrough,	proceeded	to	mercilessly	beat	“everyone	with	long	hair	until	they	fell,	bloodied,	into	the	gutters.”82	Many	arrests	were	made;	an	outcome	that	was	not	much	different	than	the	two	previous	days.	Burrough	also	claims	that	“more	than	120	people	were	arrested,”	and	that	there	was	one	serious	injury,	“a	city	attorney	named	Richard	Elrod,	who	charged	at	[Weatherman]	Brian	Flanagan,	lost	his	balance,	and	hit	his	head,	leaving	him	paralyzed	from	the	neck	down;”83	however,	a	jury	later	found	Flannagan	not	guilty.	The	FBI	recorded	that	during	the	four	days,	“59	police	officers	
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The	FBI	counterintelligence	program,	COINTELPRO,	was	headed	by	J.	Edgar	Hoover,	who	had	personally	become	interested	in	the	Weathermen	after	they	took	over	SDS	at	the	June	1969	convention.	The	bureau	saw	the	Weathermen	as	a	made-in-America	communist	revolutionary	group	and	considered	it	an	overwhelming	threat	to	democracy.	COINTELPRO	was	a	special	unit	that	used	illegal	programs	conducted	by	FBI	agents	under	the	table,	without	the	knowledge	of	the	general	public;	they	employed	techniques	of	infiltration,	extralegal	force,	harassment	of	activists	and	organization	leaders,	psychological	warfare,	spreading	disinformation	and	false	rumors	intended	to	harm	relationships	between	organizations,	and	even	occasionally	assassinations.	There	was	no	boundary	the	agency	would	not	cross	to	suppress	activists	and	leftist	organizations.	One	example	of	their	tactics	was	the	supply	of	false	information	to	the	Black	Panther	Party	and	the	Weathermen	so	that	the	two	would	no	longer	collaborate	on	any	protest	activities.	This	operation	lasted	until	1971	when	the	general	public	became	aware	of	the	FBI’s	illegal	actions.	During	this	short	period	of	time,	COINTELPRO	ravaged	civil	rights	groups	and	sabotaged	many	organizations,	the	Black	Panthers	being	just	one	such	example.	By	using	COINTELPRO	tactics,	the	FBI	sought	to	“prevent	or	break	any	attempts	at	multiracial	solidarity,”89	so	that	multiple	organizations	could	not	work	together	to	achieve	governmental	change.		 Created	long	before	the	Weathermen,	COINTELPRO	began	in	1956	with	the	goal	of	dismantling	the	Civil	Rights	Movement	and	the	Communist	Party.	The	two	were	not	related	at	the	time,	but	through	this,	Hoover	sought	to	root-out	these	so-
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called	‘enemies	of	the	state’	to	ensure	that	white,	capitalist	America	remained	unchanged.	Hoover	saw	the	creation	of	COINTELPRO	as	a	means	of	maintaining	order.	The	group	used	wiretapping	and	infiltration	to	keep	tabs	on	and	to	constantly	know	the	whereabouts	of	high-profile	African	American	leaders	like	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	and	Malcolm	X.	In	fact,	one	of	the	FBI’s	plans	was	to	use	harassment	to	get	Dr.	King	to	commit	suicide.90	However,	COINTELPRO	has	not	been	found	to	be	responsible	for	King’s	assassination.	The	assassination	of	Black	Panther	Fred	Hampton	by	the	Chicago	Police	in	late-1969	was	directly	connected	to	COINTELPRO,	as	well	as	the	murder	of	dozens	of	other	Black	Panthers.91		 One	of	COINTELPRO’s	most	important	targets	was	the	Black	Liberation	Movement.	Including	the	Black	Panthers	in	this	group,	the	FBI	started	targeting	African-American	radicals	in	August	of	1967.	They	wanted	to	counter	the	growing	unrest	in	African	American	neighborhoods	while	also	maintaining	white	supremacy	in	capitalist	America.	In	order	to	do	so,	they	used	a	wide	range	of	tactics	to	ensure	that	African	American	and	white	Leftist	groups	would	not	work	together.	The	counterintelligence	action	came	to	a	climax	in	December	of	1969	when	Fred	Hampton,	a	prominent	Black	Panther	leader,	was	murdered	in	a	COINTELPRO	plan	carried	out	by	a	Chicago	Police	division	named	the	Red	Squad.	The	Red	Squad	was	responsible	for	the	deaths	of	dozens	of	African-American	rebels	and	activists	between	the	years	1967	and	1969.92	To	some	extent,	the	FBI’s	plan	to	ruin	multiracial	solidarity	had	worked	and	there	were	quarrels	between	predominantly	
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underground.	This	decision	was	made	a	few	months	after	the	Days	of	Rage.	Dohrn	and	the	rest	of	the	leadership	gathered	the	active	Weathermen	members	for	a	meeting	in	Flint,	Michigan,	known	as	the	Flint	War	Council	to	go	into	hiding	in	order	to	be	able	to	promote	and	act	out	their	agenda.	This	meeting	in	December	1969,	drew	together	the	300	remaining	Weathermembers	and	consisted	of	discussing	what	actions	the	organization	should	take	next.	The	meeting	hall	in	Flint	was	adorned	with	posters	of	revolutionaries	such	as	Castro,	Guevara,	and	Ho	Chi	Minh,	as	well	as	“mug	shots	of	enemies	of	the	people,	including	Vice	President	Spiro	Agnew.”96	The	group	was	very	outspoken,	chanting	“EXPLODE!”	The	war	council	concluded	with	the	group	realization	that	they	would	be	safest	underground,	where	the	FBI	and	right-wing	supporters	could	not	find	them.	The	meeting	also	inadvertently	decided	the	fate	of	SDS,	which	was	only	a	shell	at	this	point.	In	January	1970,	the	SDS	National	Office	in	Chicago	was	officially	closed	by	the	Weathermen.	The	plan	to	turn	SDS	into	a	revolutionary	mass	organization	were	dropped	in	favor	of	developing	a	small,	narrow,	and	disciplined	revolutionary	organization.	After	the	meeting	in	Flint,	the	Weathermen	were	now	underground,	meaning	they	would	begin	a	new	phase	of	their	lives	in	hiding,	fugitives	who	would	not	resurface	until	the	end	of	the	1970s.		 A	little	over	a	year	later,	on	8	March,	1971,	a	governmental	building	was	broken	into	in	Media,	Pennsylvania.	The	building,	which	was	small	and	very	discrete-looking,	was	owned	by	the	FBI	and	housed	many	documents	on	the	secret	operations	that	went	on	inside	COINTELPRO.	The	burglars,	who	were	part	of	a	
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group	called	the	Citizens’	Commission	to	Investigate	the	FBI,	broke	in	and	stole	over	1,000	documents	containing	information	on	COINTELPRO	missions.	Stealing	these	documents	was	a	serious	crime;	however,	the	Citizens’	Commission	had	been	right	in	suspecting	COINTELPRO.	The	documents	contained	evidence	of	many	illegal	dealings,	gross	misconduct,	and	details	on	COINTELPRO’s	infiltration	of	left-wing	organizations	across	the	board,	harassment,	and	murder	in	the	name	of	democracy.	The	damning	truth	was	out.	The	documents	contained	evidence	of	the	FBI	meddling	in	groups	like	the	Black	Panthers	and	wiretapping	the	Weathermen.	The	Commission	accepted	responsibility	for	carrying	out	an	illegal	operation,	while	at	the	same	time	expressing	their	disgust	that	the	FBI’s	“surveillance	activities	were	being	carried	out	on	a	regular	basis	against	‘groups	and	individuals	working	for	a	more	just,	humane,	and	peaceful	society.’”97	COINTELPRO	was	shut	down	immediately	and	some	agents	were	even	prosecuted.	As	the	Weather	Underground	had	suspected,	the	FBI	was	indeed	trying	to	infiltrate	them.	Though	the	threat	of	FBI	scrutiny	was	slightly	diminished,	the	Weathermen	did	not	come	up	from	living	and	operating	their	organization	underground.	They	remained	underground,	where	they	continued	to	bomb	locations	around	America	in	an	effort	to	send	their	anti-imperialist	message.			 Ultimately,	the	FBI	viewed	the	Weather	Underground	as	terrorists.	In	its	mind,	the	Weathermen	did	indeed	use	violence	to	induce	fear	in	non-combatant	civilians	in	order	to	promote	a	specific	political	agenda.	This	was	the	excuse	for	COINTELPRO:	that	radical	violence	had	to	be	put	to	an	end.	However,	the	sloppiness	
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After	Wilkerson	and	Boudin	got	out	of	the	almost	disintegrated	townhouse,	they	planned	to	escape	the	city	by	subway	train,	knowing	they	could	not	hide	out	with	their	neighbor	for	long.	The	police	were	arriving	and	were	sure	to	come	to	the	Wagner	house	seeking	witnesses.	The	fire	department	was	already	throwing	water	on	the	mess	when	Wilkerson	and	Boudin	were	escaping	the	neighborhood.	Wilkerson	writes,	“hoping	that	our	gender	and	the	color	of	our	skin	would	deflect	the	notice	of	the	subway	clerk,	the	two	of	us	went	through	the	turnstile	together	on	our	one	token.”100	They	had	once	again	gone	underground.		By	12:30pm,	“a	half	hour	after	the	explosions,	the	hollowed-out	skeleton	of	the	townhouse	was	engulfed	in	angry	flames,	spewing	thick	clouds	of	smoke	into	the	gray	sky.”101	Originally	it	was	thought	that	the	destruction	had	been	caused	by	a	gas	explosion,	but	the	authorities	soon	realized	that	there	had	been	explosive	material	in	the	basement	of	the	townhouse.	Identifying	Gold	and	Oughton	did	not	take	very	long	(only	a	matter	of	days),	but	because	there	was	relatively	nothing	left	of	Robbins,	he	was	not	identified	until	two	months	later	by	a	single	finger.	After	identifying	the	remains	of	Gold	and	Oughton,	the	police	concluded	that	this	had	been	a	Weatherman	“bomb	factory.”102	It	took	days	for	all	of	the	members	of	the	Weathermen	Organization	across	the	country	to	be	alerted,	but	when	they	were,	the	organization	descended	into	chaos.	Rudd	found	Boudin	with	Wilkerson	in	her	family’s	second	home,	hiding	from	authorities	after	fleeing	from	Greenwich	Village.	Bill	Ayers,	who	was	in	a	serious	
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relationship	with	Diana	Oughton	at	the	time,	recalls	that	he	found	out	in	a	phone	booth	somewhere	across	the	country	days	later.103	Weathermen	members	were	in	shock	and	horror	at	the	loss	of	Robbins	and	Gold,	individuals	who	were	leading	figures	of	the	group	and	symbolized	strength	and	determination	for	the	cause.	Their	deaths	scared	non-leadership	members	and	hurt	participation	enough	to	bring	membership	down	significantly.104	Although	it	is	not	known	the	exact	number	of	members	who	dropped	out	of	the	group	after	the	explosion,	it	was	most	likely	about	half	of	their	membership.	This	forced	the	organization	to	consolidate	its	leadership,	which	afterward	would	leave	the	Weathermen	with	“150	or	so	members.”105	Despite	living	through	the	Vietnam	Conflict	and	having	the	violent	destruction	of	the	US	government	as	its	principal	aim,	the	group	was,	nevertheless,	unprepared	to	handle	the	loss	of	its	members.	The	loss	of	key	members	in	any	situation	would	harm	an	organization;	however,	Robbins,	Gold,	and	Oughton	symbolized	the	pinnacle	of	the	Weathermen	Organization.	This	severe	loss	within	the	leadership	worsened	organizational	problems,	such	as	membership	recruitment,	that	had	plagued	the	Weather	Underground	since	its	inception	after	the	Days	of	Rage.	Many	within	the	group	worried	that	further	loss	of	leadership	life	would	doom	their	mission	to	failure,	as	there	would	likely	be	large	scale	losses	of	normal	members	as	well.	However,	this	loss	of	life	was	something	that	should	have	been	expected.	The	Weathermen	wanted	a	violent	revolution,	and	violent	revolutions	often	result	in	pain	and	death.	“This	is	what	the	Vietnamese	[were]	being	subjected	
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to	every	day;”	unfortunately,	“this	is	the	ugliness	of	violence.”106	But	the	Weathermen	could	not	handle	this.	After	the	explosion,	the	leadership	of	the	Weather	Underground	was	reduced	and	renamed	the	Central	Committee.	This	Committee	consisted	of	Dohrn	at	the	helm,	Mark	Rudd	(who	would	soon	be	pushed	out),	J.J.,	Jeff	Jones,	and	Bill	Ayers.	Their	exact	positions	within	the	leadership	were	not	recorded.	They	led	the	Weather	Underground	from	different	posts	around	the	country	in	secret,	with	one	leader	controlling	each	location.		For	the	Weather	Underground,	the	townhouse	explosion	confirmed	the	decision	to	go	underground	and	become	an	anonymous	network	of	individuals	across	the	country,	devoted	to	stopping	the	Vietnam	Conflict	and	crippling	US	imperialism.	By	March	1970,	that	process	had	been	going	on	for	months.	Hoover	and	the	FBI	called	for	the	arrest	of	the	Weathermen	then	more	often	than	ever.		Most	importantly,	the	townhouse	event	precipitated	a	shift	in	strategy	for	the	Weathermen	Underground.	The	group	“defined	the	greatest	error	to	be	its	own	political	thinking	and	attitude,	rather	than	just	the	bomb’s	inadvertent	detonation	or	the	group's	technical	inexperience.”107	The	Central	Committee	decided	in	the	middle	of	March	1970	that	they	would	no	longer	target	human	beings	with	their	violence.	Instead,	they	would	bomb	buildings	only	after	warning	people	to	evacuate	the	location.	The	new-found	path	to	de-escalate	violence	shifted	Weather	strategy	from	full-fledged	revolution	to	symbolic	expressions	of	anger	and	outrage.	The	Weathermen	believed	that	this	would	open	the	eyes	of	the	government	to	the	terror	
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time,	says	his	time	underground	was	“almost	like	living	in	a	fairy	tale.	Contrary	to	the	common	misconception,	[he]	didn’t	feel	paranoid…	wasn’t	constantly	looking	over	[his]	shoulder.”113	Other	members	write	of	their	mixed	feelings	towards	living	underground.	Ayers	also	looks	back	on	the	early	1970s	fondly,	even	after	losing	Diana	Oughton	in	the	Greenwich	Townhouse	Explosion,	writing	that	he	and	Dohrn	“fell	in	love	slowly	in	that	first	year”	underground.114	All	of	the	Weathermen	took	on	aliases	when	they	went	underground,	Dohrn	went	by	the	name	Rose	Bridges	and	Ayers,	by	Joe	Brown.	He	describes	the	transition	as	shedding	his	former	identity	“like	an	old	skin,”	saying,	“someone	had	called	out	Bill	in	a	crowded	room	in	those	years,	I	wouldn’t	have	even	looked	up.”115	Everything	was	“need-to-know,”116	wrote	Ayers,	which	may	have	made	things	somewhat	unorganized,	but	the	leadership	did	not	find	this	concerning.	All	of	the	members	lived	very	modestly	and,	even	though	they	were	sometimes	funded	heavily	by	their	own	family	members	or	wealthy	connections,	they	were	not	the	privileged,	upper-class	children	that	the	media	tended	to	portray	them	as.	Most	of	the	money	they	were	given	went	towards	the	planning	and	carrying	out	of	bombings	across	the	country.	The	organization	seemed	to	have	hit	its	stride,	acting	against	the	government	of	the	United	States	in	the	name	of	anti-imperialism	and	anti-racism.	Even	more	encouraging	for	the	group:	they	were	
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the	West	Coast	in	or	outside	San	Francisco.	Others	were	in	Chicago,	and	the	rest	of	the	reported	members	were	in	New	York	City.	It	has	never	been	reported	that	Weathermen	were	living	anywhere	other	than	these	three	areas	during	the	1970s.	To	accompany	the	bomb,	the	Weathermen	issued	their	second	communique.	This	pattern	would	be	repeated	throughout	1970:	they	would	detonate	a	bomb,	then	claim	responsibility	through	a	communique	and	explain	more	specifically	why	they	blew	up	a	certain	location.	Communique	#2	came	with	the	title	“Damage	and	Injuries	at	This	Time—Details	Later.”	The	letter	explained	that	the	police	headquarters	was	symbolic	of	the	Weathermen’s	enemies—all	police—and	that	this	bomb	was	meant	to	protest	the	ongoing	violence	that	police	imposed	on	minorities	and	youth	in	America.	The	group	also	used	this	bombing	to	express	outrage	over	the	Kent	State	massacre.	The	communique	ended	with	the	statement	“the	time	is	now.	Political	power	grows	out	of	a	gun,	a	Molotov,	a	riot,	a	commune…	and	from	the	soul	of	the	people,”	calling	upon	working-class	and	youth	to	act	in	the	name	of	socialism.120	The	Weather	Underground	detonated	their	next	bomb	on	16	July,	1970	at	the	Presidio	Army	base	in	California,	to	mark	the	eleventh	anniversary	of	the	Cuban	Revolution.	They	used	the	anniversary	to	assert	their	viewpoint	that	revolution	was	still	possible.	It	also	stood	as	a	reminder	that	the	Weathermen	were	everywhere,	coast	to	coast,	and	showed	that	the	FBI	could	not	catch	them,	despite	having	the	funds	and	resources	of	the	US	government	behind	the	search.	Immediately	they	
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issued	their	third	communique,	which	stated	that	“hundreds	of	thousands	of	freaks	plot	to	build	a	new	world	on	the	ruins	of	honky	America.”121	By	the	phrase	“hundreds	of	thousands	of	freaks,”	the	Weathermen	meant	that	collectively,	alongside	third-world	parties,	the	rejected	socialist	youth	of	America	could	destroy	the	imperialist	United	States.	They	ended	the	letter	with	a	jab	at	the	authorities	who	were	looking	for	them	by	saying,	“don’t	look	for	us…	we’ll	find	you	first.”122	About	two	months	later,	between	the	first	and	second	weeks	of	September	1970,	the	Weathermen	successfully	helped	famous	LSD	advocate	Timothy	Leary	escape	from	Folsom	Prison	and	were	paid	the	sum	of	$20,000.	It	is	not	reported	who	paid	them	this	amount	of	money;	however,	it	undoubtedly	went	a	long	way	for	the	group.	The	Weathermen	were	certainly	advocates	of	Leary’s	writings	and	research,	as	Leary	was	a	leftist,	siding	with	other	socialist	thinkers	on	many	issues.	This	caper	proved	to	be	as	important	a	symbol	as	a	bomb	would	have	been,	showing	that	the	organization	was	capable	of	doing	anything	and	everything,	and	at	any	time.	It	also	expressed	backlash	towards	the	social	control	of	illegal	drug	use.	The	Weathermen	were	known	for	their	free	use	of	drugs,	as	were	many	anti-war	and	youth	groups	at	the	time.	After	Leary’s	escape,	the	fourth	Weathermen	communique,	written	by	Dohrn	stated	that	“LSD	and	grass,	like	the	herbs	and	cactus	and	mushrooms	of	the	American	Indians	and	countless	civilizations	that	have	existed	on	this	planet,	will	help	us	make	a	future	world	where	it	will	be	possible	to	live	in	peace.”123	The	
                                               121	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“Communique	#3,”	July	31,	1970,	Links	to	Resources	from	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	(SDS)	and	Related	Groups	and	Activities,	accessed	May,	2017,	http://www.sds-1960s.org/sds_wuo/weather/wuo_communique_3.txt.	122	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“Communique	#3.”	123	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“Communique	#4,”	September	18,	1970,	Links	to	Resources	from	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society	(SDS)	and	Related	Groups	and	
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Weathermen	expressed	their	commitment	to	freeing	“prisoners	of	war”	like	Leary,	who	had	been	“held	against	his	will	and	the	will	of	millions	of	kids”	in	America.124125	The	Weathermen	would	continue	to	back	prisoners	who	they	believed	were	being	wrongfully	held	behind	bars,	standing	behind	the	prison	movement	of	the	1970s	that	argued	against	the	unjust	policies	that	put	a	disproportionately	large	number	of	African-American	men	behind	bars	than	whites	convicted	of	the	same	crime.	This	was	also	the	last	event	that	Mark	Rudd	participated	in,	as	he	officially	left	the	group	shortly	after,	but	remained	underground	until	1976.	After	helping	Leary	escape	from	prison,	Rudd	became	more	and	more	disillusioned	with	the	Weather	Underground.	He	no	longer	held	a	leadership	position	and	did	not	enjoy	life	underground	as	some	other	members	did.	Feeling	alone	and	isolated,	Rudd	could	no	longer	stand	being	a	part	of	a	group	that	no	longer	valued	his	participation.	It	was	his	disagreement	with	leadership	that	pushed	him	away	from	the	organization	he	helped	to	found.	Rudd	has	not	written	about	what	exactly	he	disagreed	with	when	it	came	to	the	Weathermen’s	ideology	and	methods;	however,	he	discusses	being	disenchanted	with	Dohrn	and	Ayers	and	blames	his	leaving	on	himself,	feeling	that	he	had	failed	by	doubting	the	group	and	that	he	was	not	committed	enough	to	the	revolution.126	He	wanted	time	to	be	outside	of	the	organization	and	reassess	what	he	believed	in.		
                                               Activities,	accessed	May,	2017,http://www.sds-1960s.org/sds_wuo/weather/wuo_communique_4.txt.	124	Weatherman/Weather	Underground	Organization,	“Communique	#4.”	125	This	is	the	final	Weathermen	communique	found.	It	is	not	known	whether	or	not	there	are	more;	however,	it	is	unlikely.	126	Rudd,	Underground,	230-231.	
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The	two	bombings	that	concluded	the	Weathermen’s	1970	campaign	came	on	the	same	day:	8	October,	1970.	The	targets	were	two	different	locations,	each	with	its	own	specific	purpose	and	meaning.	First,	they	detonated	a	bomb	at	the	Queens	Courthouse	in	New	York	in	solidarity	with	the	New	York	prison	revolts	that	had	recently	begun.	The	second	bomb	was	set	off	at	the	Harvard	Center	for	International	Affairs	to	protest	continued	American	involvement	in	the	Vietnam	Conflict.	It	was	yet	another	reminder	to	the	federal	authorities	that	the	Weather	Underground	were	in	multiple	cities	and	could	gain	access	into	any	building	they	wanted	to	target.	The	Harvard	detonation	astonished	many	members	of	the	media	and	public	as	it	took	place	at	an	educational	institution,	especially	one	in	which	their	mother	organization,	Students	for	a	Democratic	Society,	had	developed.	One	could	argue	that	to	the	Weathermen,	an	institution	like	Harvard	symbolized—just	as	Columbia	had	in	1968—the	elitism	that	the	organization	wanted	to	tear	down.	Before	the	end	of	1970,	the	Weathermen	carried	out	one	more	action,	one	that	was	non-violent	in	nature.	They	released	a	statement	entitled	“New	Morning”	on	6	December.	It	was	sent	to	those	in	the	underground	media	that	they	felt	“closest	to,”	and	expressed	the	continued	determination	of	the	group	to	fight	against	American	imperialism	and	the	overwhelming	dominance	of	capitalist	ideology.	They	further	said:	“[the]	townhouse	[explosion]	forever	destroyed	our	belief	that	armed	struggle	is	the	only	real	revolutionary	struggle.”127	They	describe	the	motive	for	their	shift	in	strategy	as	coming	with	the	knowledge	that	this	new	path	would	keep	them	morally	above	the	government	whose	actions	they	so	opposed,	a	government	
                                               127	Weather	Underground	Organization,	“New	Morning.”	Off	Our	Backs	1,	no.	18	(February	26,	1971).	Accessed	January	2018,	6.	
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that	was	still	murdering	innocent	civilians	in	Vietnam	and	Southeastern	Asia	every	day.	The	Weathermen	statement	implied	that	revolutionary	culture	could	include	violence	not	targeted	towards	human	beings,	that	symbolic	actions	were	just	as	important	and	effective,	if	not	more	so,	than	the	death	count.	Near	the	end	of	the	statement,	the	Weathermen	attest	that	the	“hearts	of	[their]	people	are	in	a	good	place,”	and	that	they	were	“building	different	kinds	of	leaders	and	organizations	throughout	the	country,”	that	would	become	a	New	Nation,	band	together,	fighting	in	the	coming	year.128	The	entire	piece	was	a	symbol	of	hope	by	and	for	the	Weathermen.	The	title	showed	this	in	invoking	a	new	dawn	on	the	horizon,	a	new	morning	that	would	awaken	Americans	across	the	country	to	rise	up	and	become	a	part	of	the	revolution.	The	first	bombing	in	1971	did	not	come	until	28	February.	It	was	one	of	the	most	famous	bombings	by	the	Weathermen	Organization:	the	bombing	of	the	US	Capitol	Building	to	protest	the	American	invasion	of	Laos,	a	country	neighboring	Vietnam	and	Cambodia.	It	could	be	argued	that	their	success	proved	that	the	Weathermen	still	remained	at	large	and	capable	of	penetrating	even	the	most	highly	regarded	and	well-secured	government	buildings.	It	showcased	the	skill	and	precision	of	the	organization,	able	to	blow	up	a	wing	of	the	ultimate	symbol	of	capitalism,	still	without	harming	a	single	human	being.	This	took	an	incredible	amount	of	planning,	which	could	explain	why	there	is	such	a	gap	in	Weatherman	activity	for	months.	




                                               129	Gilbert,	Love	and	Struggle,	180-181.	
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bombing	the	entire	year,	the	Weathermen,	in	fact,	kept	themselves	quite	busy.	Working	with	a	small	remnant	of	about	fifteen	members,	a	stark	contrast	to	the	roughly	150	who	went	underground	in	1970,	they	continued	to	trudge	on	with	revolutionary	struggle	that	they	still	thought	to	be	achievable	through	symbolic	violence.			 For	the	Weathermen,	the	year	1972	consisted	of	constant	traveling	and	negotiating.	The	dismal	size	of	their	group	required	them	to	seek	funding	and	help	from	other	revolutionary	and	leftist	groups	around	the	country.130	The	organization,	still	being	wanted	as	fugitives	of	the	law	by	the	FBI,	would	travel	discreetly	with	their	fake	names	and	identification.	Which	exact	groups	they	met	with	are	unknown;	however,	they	used	these	meetings	not	only	to	request	cash,	but	to	make	up	with	organizations	from	which	they	had	once	cut	themselves	off.	As	a	result,	the	Weathermen	tried	to	build	back	many	of	the	bridges	that	they	had	once	burned.		 The	Weathermen	also	spent	this	time	anonymously	living	among	the	counterculture.	David	Gilbert	remembers	taking	on	a	part-time	job	during	1972	to	make	ends	meet,	recounting,	“I	worked	bagging	groceries,	and	the	union	medical	plan	afforded	me	some	long	neglected	dental	work…	The	twenty-five	hours	a	week	at	the	job	had	the	benefit	of	talking	with	and	learning	more	about	the	lives	and	ideas	of	other	workers.”131	Returning	to	the	above-ground	world	in	a	more	relaxed,	working-class	lifestyle,	provided	the	Weathermen	with	stability	and	a	chance	to	interact	with	the	working	men	and	women	whom	they	claimed	to	champion.	It	
                                               130	Gilbert,	Love	and	Struggle,	193.	131	Gilbert,	Love	and	Struggle,	193.	
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provided	them	with	the	opportunity	to	reconnect	with	the	class	that	the	organization	had	once	called	on	for	support	a	little	over	three	years	before.			 Other	than	making	connections	with	outside	groups	across	the	country,	the	Weathermen	set	off	one	single	bomb	on	19	May,	1972,	and	although	it	was	the	only	one	of	the	year,	the	location	captured	enough	recognition	to	last	until	their	next.	“Everything	was	absolutely	ideal	on	the	day	I	bombed	the	Pentagon,”	attests	Bill	Ayers	in	his	memoirs,	“the	sky	was	blue.	The	birds	were	singing.	And	the	bastards	were	finally	going	to	get	what	was	coming	to	them.”132	Much	like	the	bombing	of	the	US	Capitol,	the	bombing	of	the	Pentagon	made	a	lasting	impression.	It	was	one	of	the	three	Weathermen	“dream	targets”	(the	others	being	the	Capitol	and	the	White	House).	Americans	could	not	believe	that	the	small	group	of	Weathermen	were	able	to	scope	out	the	perfect	spot:	a	woman’s	bathroom	in	the	Air	Force	wing.	Even	though	the	Pentagon	is	a	busy	place,	like	all	of	their	other	bombings,	no	one	was	killed.	The	date	was	also	significant,	as	it	was	the	birthday	of	deceased	North	Vietnamese	leader	Ho	Chi	Minh.	The	Weathermen	claimed	that	the	bomb	was	for	both	this	reason	and	retaliation	for	the	recent	US	bombing	of	Hanoi.	After	the	bombing,	the	Weathermen	would	be	silent	until	almost	exactly	a	year	later	in	1973,	giving	them	time	to	travel	and	regroup.	During	this	short	break,	with	no	significant	FBI	information	on	where	members	were	located,	the	government	assumed	the	group	had	disbanded.	“For	Weather	to	give	up	bombings	all	together,	however,	would	be	to	disavow	everything	it	had	achieved	to	that	point.”133	Thus,	they	adopted	a	new	plan:	fewer	bombings,	bigger	targets.	





                                               134	Davis,	Spying	on	America,	156.	
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saying	that	every	American	should	own	it.135	Released	on	9	May	1974,	the	document	of	more	than	150	pages	marked	a	new	phase	for	the	organization,	a	phase	in	which	they	believed	the	war	was	finally	coming	home.	The	document	highlights	this	by	stating,	“Watergate	is	a	magnificent	victory	of	the	struggles	of	the	60s,	a	reflection	of	the	war	coming	home.”136	The	turmoil	of	the	1970s	was	proving	to	be	“indicative	of	serious	and	fatal	weakness	in	the	system.”137	This	turmoil,	the	Weathermen	believed,	was	something	they	could	turn	into	a	revolution,	by	taking	a	different,	more	old-left	Leninist	approach	(a	result	of	the	recent	loss	in	Southeastern	Asia	and	conservative	political	disasters	like	Watergate	and	FBI’s	COINTELPRO	coming	to	light).	The	piece	would	guide	the	Weathermen’s	actions	into	the	later	1970s.	They	did	not	know,	however,	that	much	like	the	Vietnam	Conflict,	the	organization	would	soon	be	entering	into	a	slow	decline,	before	eventually,	a	gradual	fade	out.	On	31	May,	1974,	after	the	release	of	Prairie	Fire,	the	Weathermen	resumed	bombing.	This	was	both	another	protest	as	well	as	a	statement	of	intent	to	follow	through	with	what	they	had	outlined	in	their	latest	publication.	This	time	the	target	was	the	Office	of	the	California	Attorney	General;	the	group	intended	to	demonstrate	their	outrage	over	the	killing	of	six	Symbionese	Liberation	Army	(SLA)	members.	It	is	unknown	whether	or	not	the	Weathermen	had	any	connection	with	the	SLA	at	this	time,	although	it	is	unlikely	because	of	the	SLA’s	outward	opposition	to	the	Weathermen.	Much	like	the	Black	Panthers,	the	SLA	did	not	take	the	
                                               135	Marty	Jezer,	Abbie	Hoffman:	American	Rebel	(1992),	258-259.	136	Bernardine	Dohrn,	Bill	Ayers,	and	Jeff	Jones,	Sing	a	Battle	Song:	The	Revolutionary	Poetry,	
Statements,	and	Communique	of	the	Weather	Underground	1970-1974	(New	York:	Seven	Stories	Press,	2006),	257.	137	Dohrn,	Ayers,	Jones,	Sing	a	Battle	Song,	257.	
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Weathermen	seriously	as	a	revolutionary	group	and	did	not	believe	it	was	committed	to	real	struggle.		 The	next	bombing	credited	to	the	Weathermen	Underground	was	just	two	weeks	later	at	Gulf	Oil’s	Pittsburg	Headquarters	on	17	June,	1974,	to	protest	US	actions	in	Angola	in	which	the	company	was	directly	linked.	It	was	not	as	large	a	target	in	America	as	the	Pentagon,	Capitol,	or	ITT	Headquarters	had	been,	but	bombing	Golf	Oil	nevertheless	sent	a	message	to	the	large	corporations	that	benefited	from	military	escalation	in	an	American	capitalist	system.			 The	next	bombing	occurred	more	than	six	months	later,	on	28	January,	1975,	and	was	one	of	the	final	bombings	claimed	by	the	Weathermen.	It	took	place	at	the	US	State	Department,	and	one	can	argue	that	this	bombing	was	one	of	their	more	significant,	dwarfed	only	by	those	at	the	Capitol	and	the	Pentagon.	Although	the	Weathermen	would	never	be	able	to	complete	their	aforementioned	“dream	list”	of	top	three	targets,	they	came	quite	close.	This	bombing	came	in	response	to	final	escalation	in	Vietnam,	the	last	bit	of	fighting	that	was	conducted	before	American	troops	left	in	April.		 The	final	Weathermen	bomb	was	placed	in	the	Banco	de	Ponce	in	New	York	on	16	June,	1975,	two	months	after	America	had	completely	pulled	out	of	Vietnam.	The	organization	targeted	the	location	to	show	their	solidarity	with	Puerto	Rican	cement	workers	who	were	on	strike	at	the	time.138	It	served	as	the	perfect	example	of	how	removed	from	the	Vietnam	conflict	the	group	had	become	now	that	the	war	
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and	math	were	essential	to	understanding	the	“critical	and	political	economic	decisions	of	the	day.”142	Most	of	the	members	who	resurfaced	during	this	period	(1976-1980)	only	received	small	fines	if	they	paid	any	penalty	at	all.	This	was	the	case	for	Bill	Ayers	and	Bernardine	Dohrn.	Although	this	sounds	surprising	given	the	fact	that	Dohrn	had	at	one	time	been	on	the	FBI’s	Top	Ten	Most	Wanted	list,	COINTELPRO	let	her	and	Ayers	off	the	hook	for	most	of	the	criminal	actions	they	had	committed.	Dohrn	and	Ayers	had	maintained	a	romantic	relationship	for	many	years,	and	like	Rudd,	they	had	a	small	child	to	consider	when	it	came	to	maintaining	a	life	underground.	In	1980,	the	couple	turned	themselves	in	to	authorities	in	Chicago.	Dohrn	faced	some	charges	and	even	some	prison	time,	but	ultimately	served	less	than	a	year	in	jail	before	returning	to	her	family	to	resume	a	middle-class	lifestyle	in	the	Midwest.			 Some	members	of	the	Weather	Underground	refused	to	give	up	on	the	group	or	their	goal	of	toppling	American	imperialism	easily.	David	Gilbert	was	one	of	these	cases.	He	argued	in	Love	and	Struggle	that	resurfacing	would	not	help	to	strengthen	the	movement,	but	rather,	would	tear	it	apart.	Eventually	realizing	he	could	not	save	the	organization,	he	joined	with	another	underground	group	of	white	activists	called	the	Revolutionary	Armed	Task	Force	(RATF).	In	October	of	1981,	RATF,	working	with	the	Black	Liberation	Army,	robbed	a	Brinks	secure	money	transporting	vehicle	in	New	York.	The	robbery	got	out	of	hand	and	the	ordeal	resulted	in	a	shootout.143	Gilbert,	being	an	accessory	to	this	crime,	has	been	in	prison	ever	since,	not	eligible	for	parole	until	2056.	Even	though	the	robbery	was	not	tied	to	the	Weathermen	in	
                                               142	Wilkerson,	Flying	Close,	387.	143	Gilbert,	Love	and	Struggle,	277-278.	
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any	way,	from	prison,	Gilbert	has	released	multiple	books	on	the	Weathermen	and	his	involvement	in	the	group,	as	well	as	starred	alongside	Dohrn,	Ayers,	Rudd,	and	other	members	in	a	Weathermen	documentary	which	was	released	in	2003.		In	an	interview	conducted	in	2006,	Mark	Rudd	remarked	that	the	Weathermen	“didn’t	even	try	to	keep	the	organization	together”	at	the	end.	They	“were	a	part	of	the	problem,	not	the	solution.”144	The	end	of	the	Weather	Underground	was	a	gradual	and	steady	decline.	It	had	fizzled	out	rather	than	coming	to	a	cumulative	climax.	By	1980,	most	members	had	come	out	of	hiding,	although	a	few	still	remain	underground	to	this	day.	Regardless	of	this	fact,	the	organization	had	come	to	an	end.	The	Weather	Underground	Organization	was	no	more.	After	the	Vietnam	Conflict	concluded	in	1975,	the	Weathermen	were	outdated.	Even	though	there	were	other	battles	to	be	waged,	such	as	the	prison	movement	and	anti-racism,	Vietnam	had	been	their	fuel	since	SDS.	Without	this	major	problem,	the	group	did	not	have	the	same	effect	on	the	public	as	they	once	had.	By	1975,	Americans	had	gotten	used	to	the	Weathermen’s	symbolic	bombings,	knowing	there	was	no	risk	to	their	life.	Other	violent	revolutionary	groups	emerged	in	the	1970s	as	well,	such	as	the	SLA	and	the	RATF,	who	conducted	many	bombings	stretching	into	the	1980s,	disregarding	human	life	along	the	way.	In	a	way,	these	groups	discredited	the	Weathermen,	who	were	tame	in	comparison.	The	Weathermen	no	longer	seemed	to	serve	the	same	purpose	in	a	post-Vietnam	Conflict	America.	Even	without	the	Weathermen,	the	underground	notably	





By	1980,	Weathermen	activities	had	subsided	and	many	groups	along	with	them	began	to	fade	out	of	the	public	eye.	The	Vietnam	Conflict	had	been	over	for	half	of	a	decade.	Ronald	Reagan	was	running	for	president	and	had	heavy	support.	Those	who	began	participating	in	protests	and	the	counterculture	in	the	mid-1960s	were	now	mostly	middle-aged	 adults	 and	 needed	 a	way	 of	 supporting	 themselves	 (and	often	 their	 families).	 A	 new	 generation	 was	 growing	 up	 in	 an	 American	 society	without	the	same	type	of	political	unrest	as	their	parents	had,	at	least	on	the	surface.	It	was	as	if	the	Weathermen	had	never	existed.	Even	when	buildings	were	still	in	the	process	of	repair	from	the	group’s	bombings,	however,	the	name	of	the	Weathermen	had	faded	out	of	the	memories	of	the	American	citizens	by	1980.	Political	and	cultural	upheaval	seemed	to	have	gone	silent.	This	seemingly	natural	return	to	a	capitalist	status	quo	raises	the	question	of	whether	the	Weathermen	made	any	lasting	impact	on	America,	and	 if	 they	did,	what	was	that	 impact	and	how	has	 it	 influenced	post-Vietnam	Conflict	America?	
Over	 the	 course	 of	 almost	 a	 decade,	 the	 Weathermen	 remained	 resilient,	constantly	 jumping	 over	 the	many	 barriers	 that	 inevitably	 faced	 them,	 until	 their	disintegration.	Those	who	participated	in	the	Weathermen	bombings	were	doing	so	in	the	belief	that	their	actions	could	change	America,	and	even	the	world.	That	alone	gives	their	actions	some	value	because	of	the	sheer	effort	and	dedication	that	they	had.		 Today,	 the	Weathermen	stand	as	a	symbol	of	 the	power	of	political	protest.	They	may	not	have	been	able	to	overthrow	the	government	of	the	United	States,	but	
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they	are	a	strong	example	of	the	kinds	of	messages	even	the	smallest	of	groups	can	send	 to	 a	 political	 body	 that	 is	 assumed	 to	 be	 all-powerful.	 Through	 their	 use	 of	symbolism	 in	 each	 bombing,	 it	 can	 be	 argued	 that	 they	 will	 remain	 a	 symbol	themselves	for	decades	to	come.	In	 addition	 to	 their	 symbolism	 of	 the	 right	 to	 and	 power	 of	 protest,	 the	Weathermen	show	the	importance	of	a	participatory	democracy	in	America.	Without	voices	 to	 speak	 out	 against	 the	wrongdoings	of	 a	 government,	 there	would	 be	 no	purpose	of	having	a	democracy.	It	can	be	argued	that	before	the	1960s,	this	strong	of	pushback	to	government	decisions	had	not	been	seen	since	draft	riots	during	the	Civil	War.	For	over	a	decade,	“the	U.S.	created	an	elaborate	environment	for	terror	in	Viet-Nam,	 and	 terrorism	 became	 the	way	 of	 the	war	 every	 day.”145	 After	 the	 Vietnam	Conflict,	due	to	push	back	for	this	very	same	reason	(the	draft),	it	can	be	argued	that	the	draft	may	never	be	used	again.	The	Weathermen	likely	played	a	role	in	securing	this,	both	as	a	part	of	SDS	and	as	a	separate	group	themselves.	Their	support	of	what	would	eventually	become	the	Twenty-Sixth	Amendment,	giving	the	right	to	vote	to	those	age	eighteen	to	twenty-one	years	old,	also	helps	to	highlight	their	lasting	impact	on	American	political	 and	 social	 culture.	The	Twenty-Sixth	Amendment,	passed	 in	March	of	1971.	The	Weather	Underground's	effectiveness	must	not	be	measured	by	whether	or	 not	 they	 were	 able	 to	 overthrow	 the	 United	 States	 Government	 and	 create	 a	communist	system	in	America.	To	assess	the	organization’s	success	in	such	a	manner	dismisses	the	very	nature	of	the	group.	They	are	idealistic	to	a	fault—and	openly	so.	
                                               145	Ayers,	Fugitive	Days,	272.	
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Their	 desire	was	 always	 to	 aim	 for	much	 loftier	 aspirations	 than	 they	 could	 ever	possibly	achieve	in	the	hopes	that	this	would	help	ignite	a	new	political	consciousness	in	 the	 working	 public	 and	 students.	 Although	 they	 did	 not	 topple	 the	 federal	government,	they	certainly	left	a	lasting	mark	on	the	American	public	consciousness.	Their	 contribution	 to	 history	 is	 symbolic,	 just	 as	 their	 work.	 When	 studying	 the	organization	and	its	accomplishments,	the	importance	almost	overwhelmingly	must	lie	in	the	Weathermen’s	symbolic	achievements,	rather	than	the	fact	that	they	did	not	successfully	create	a	communist	revolution.	This	 thesis	rests	on	the	argument	that	although	 the	 Weather	 Underground’s	 actions	 were	 violent	 and	 disruptive,	 when	studying	 them	 both	 historically	 and	 sociologically,	 they	 cannot	 be	 considered	terrorists.		The	Weather	Underground	does	not	qualify	as	a	terrorist	group	according	to	the	criteria	laid	out	in	this	study.	Terrorism	is	the	use	of	violence	or	threat	of	violence	to	induce	fear	in	non-combatant	civilians	in	order	to	promote	a	political	agenda.	Thus,	the	criteria	include	terrorism	being	a	(a)	tactic	that	is	(b)	constructed	through	actors’	own	socialization	and	uses	the	(c)	threat	of	violence	to	(d)	 induce	 fear	on	(e)	non-combatants	in	order	to	(f)	advance	a	political	agenda.	The	Weather	Underground	did	have	(a)	tactics	to	promote	their	agenda,	it	was	(b)	constructed	through	the	members	individual	 socialization,	 and	 they	 did	 (c)	use	 violence	 to	 (f)	promote	 the	 political	agenda	or	communist	revolution.	However,	the	Weather	Underground’s	goal	was	not	to	 merely	 (d)	 induce	 fear,	 nor	 did	 they	 attack	 non-combatant	 civilians.	 The	organization	may	have	planned	to	do	so	in	their	Manifesto,	and	even	tried	to	during	the	Days	 of	 Rage,	 but	 it	 ultimately	 realized	 that	 this	was	 not	going	 to	 accomplish	radical	change	in	America.	Instead,	through	the	targeting	of	those	guilty	of	injustice,	
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the	Weather	Underground	symbolically	bombed	locations	that	represented	American	capitalism	and	 imperialism.	By	not	 taking	part	 in	 criteria	explicitly	 laid	out	 in	 the	conceptualization	 of	 terrorism,	 the	 actions	 of	 Weather	 Underground	 cannot	 be	considered	 terroristic	 in	nature,	 thus,	making	the	Weathermen	uncategorizable	as	terrorists.	Nonetheless,	 if	 there	 was	 still	 merit	 to	 an	 argument	 that	 the	 Weather	Underground	was	in	fact	a	terrorist	organization,	based	upon	the	criteria	set	up	for	moral	justification	of	terroristic	acts,	the	organization	would	be	morally	justified	for	its	actions.	The	“targeting	of	 the	 innocent	violates	 the	 fundamental	moral	intuition	that	innocent	persons	ought	not	be	targets	or	victims	of	violent	physical	attack.”146	When	 you	 take	 this	 element	 away,	 moral	 justification	 is	 possible,	 therefore	 de-stigmatizing	the	Weather	Underground’s	actions	and	its	members.		The	Weathermen	must	simply	stand	as	an	example	of	how	a	counterculture	can	turn	violent	against	the	social	order	in	which	they	were	raised.	Civilian	lives	are	accounted	for	in	the	sociological	definition	of	terrorism	and	as	a	result,	their	actions	are	not,	strictly	speaking,	terrorist	in	nature.	Without	this	important	addition	to	the	definition	 of	 terrorism,	 the	 Weather	 Underground	 could	 almost	 certainly	 be	considered	a	terrorist	group;	however,	they	never	directly	targeted	innocent	civilians	and	never	directly	 intended	to	cause	 fear	 in	 the	hearts	of	 the	general	public.	Their	targets	 were	 benign,	 and	 they	 even	 warned	 residents	 of	 the	 buildings	 before	detonations	would	occur.	Their	quarrel	was	with	the	US	government	and	as	a	result,	their	 bombings	 were	 chosen	 to	 convey	 significant	 symbolic	 messages	 while	
                                               146	Corlett,	“Can	Terrorism	Be	Morally	Justified?,”	165.	
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minimizing	the	loss	of	human	life.	As	a	result,	the	Weathermen	must	be	disqualified	from	the	label	of	terrorist	group	and	recategorized	as	something	different.	Their	use	of	symbolic	bombings	remains	an	interesting	topic	of	discussion,	one	that	requires	the	conceptualization	of	a	new	term:	“symbolic	terrorism”.	This	term	could	open	the	door	 to	 a	 plethora	 of	 studies	 designed	 around	 separating	 actions	 that	 are	 indeed	terrorist	and	those	that	are	mistakenly	categorized	as	such.	When	there	is	no	harm	to	human	life	or	the	quality	of	it,	the	idea	of	violent	actions	as	terrorism	fades	away,	and	what	remains	is	a	new	enigma	of	radical	action.			
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